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Capstone Project 

 

A Capstone Project is a long term, in-depth investigative project about a real-world issue (career 

focus) culminating with a final Product, Paper, Portfolio and Presentation. 

 

Students develop a question or idea that is significant to the specified field of study for the 

student.  Grounded in the context of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), the 

project will develop an important content area question or idea in depth and may not necessarily 

reflect broad contest knowledge of the field.  Additionally, the project will demonstrate the use 

of sophisticated and advanced research methods and the use of technology appropriate to the 

field of study.  The project will result in learning that is demonstrated through products or 

performances appropriate to and comparable in quality to those of a professional who works in 

the field of study.  A capstone project consists of a project portfolio: proposal, research paper, 

physical artifact or product, and a presentation with a question-and-answer session. 

 

Capstone Project Portfolio 

 

The Capstone project portfolio serves both as an organizational tool and a content repository and 

record of the capstone experience.  The portfolio may be organized as a physical binder or 

digitally using readily available platforms. 

 

The portfolio contents may include the following recommend items: 

• A written proposal that summarizes the purpose, research questions, and significance of the 

study 

• A 10-12-page research paper written and properly formatted to the APA format with 

corresponding elements (abstract, introduction, literature review, methodology, results, and 

conclusion) 

• A physical artifact, product or performance which may include an exhibit or theatrical 

production 

• A public presentation consisting of a 10-15-minute talk explaining the project followed by a 

question and answer session for a small judging panel 

 

Supporting Documentation 

 

Along with the product, the project portfolio may include additional documentation as records of 

the Capstone experience such as a project outline, activity log or journal, notes of mentor 

meetings, weekly progress reports, drafts of previous versions an annotated bibliography, and a 

bibliography.  The organization of the documents should enable a review to follow the student’s 

learning throughout the project.  

 



Support for Students 

 

Students will be supported in a variety of ways during this project: 

• A teacher will be assigned and be responsible for guiding each student through the Capstone 

Project 

• A mentor will share his/her professional experience and content expertise with the student 

during the project 

• Other educators, such as counselors, librarians, media specialists, campus administrators, and 

district personnel, will help locate resources and provide additional support as needed 

 

Timeline 

 

The student and teacher will follow the PSJA ISD Advanced Academics established timeline for 

2019-2020.  It is the student’s responsibility to complete all the activities listed on the timeline 

including all deadlines for progress checks and submission deadlines. 

 

Project Assessment 

 

A scoring guide will be applied to all aspects of the project.  Teachers and students will need to 

become familiar with the assessment tools and use them to help you progress throughout the 

project. 

 


